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In a Tetter dated June 75, 7992, Atah Fuel Company, operator of the SkyTine
Iline, reaftirred the need to longvaTl mine the coal beneath Burnout Creek. They
tequested Fotest Service apptoval to continue to subside Burnout Creek in
accordance with Special Stipulati.on lYo. 12 of Federal Coal Lease U-044476. They
provided the foTTowing informa,tion:

* IVo mining by 7ongwa77 rethods under Burnout Creek would result in
stetlization of up to two miTTion tons of recovetable coal reserves.

* Replaeement reseryes are not readiTy avaiTable without additional
wjot investrents which vere not previously anticipated.

* lltah FueL has begun mining a Togical sequence of panels which would be
adversely affected by about one year if Burnout buffer eoal is
tendered unmineable,

* Should 7ongwa77 mining be disaTTowed under Burnout Creek, Skyline
Iline's operation vould be seriously disrupted.

Iltah FueI Coapany in the June 75, 7992 Tetter proposed a study, mitigation, and
enhancement plan as part of it's proposed action. It Tncluded the foTTowing:

* Enhancerent (Ilitigation) - The value of the f ishery tzabitat in Burnout
Creek wi77 be quantif ied. Ttlr,t another undeveToped or underdeveToped,
fishery habitat, within the upper Huntington Creek drainage, of
potentiaTTy equal value wi77 be identified and iaproved. That this
enhancerent ef f ort w777 be done in advance to ensure no loss of
overaTl llr'bitat. Personnel froa Biofi.Iest, Inc. under the direction of
Dr. Richard VaLdez has been engaged by Skyline lline to develop this
proposaT.

Study - kr Tntensive stream wnitoring prograln wi77 be conducted
during Ehe subsidence dctLvity along Burnout Cteek. ?his progran wiIT
include thorough docurentation of the areas subsided and the awunt ot
subsidence which occurred. The effect of this subsidence on fTow and
stream wphoTogy and spavning habitat wi77 be carefuTTy rcnitored.
Utah FueI is vorking cTosely with the Forest Service Interrcuntain
Research Station to deveTop, fund, and implerent this study.

llitigation (Contingency PIan) - A commitment to mitigate or rePair any
dawge which does occut from subsidence ianediately, and in a nutuaTTy



aPproved llarrnet. These mitigation rreasutes wi77 Tnclude nearTs to
conttol sediment and re-establish stream f Low tlra't wy be af f ected.

The Initial llLnlng ard Reclawotlon PIan (HRP) for the SkyIIne llhne vas approved
in 7979 . This apptoval vas based on an Environrental Impact Staterent ( EIS )
prepared by the Department of laterTor in 7979 and an Environmental Assessment
(EA) completed by the Forest Senrice in 7980 for the mlne. Slnce that tlme Iltah
Fuel has planned to mine undet Burnout Canyon.

The Lartd and Resource llanagerent PIan f or the llant |-Ia SaI Nat ional Forest
(Forest Plan) was completed in 7985. The Fotest PIan requires specific Eeasures
f or the protect ion of perenniaI drainages . Special St ipulat ion lVo . 9 f rom
Appendix B, page B-3 of the Forest PIan was included in Federal CoaI Lease
U'04407 6 as Stipulat ion lfo. 72 . This st ipulat ion requires specif ic apptoval
prior to undertaklng mining opetatioas tha,t could tesult In subsidence ot
perettnial stteams.

Arr EfS prepared 7n 1.990 for the teroutistg of Questar Pipeline identified parts
of the Burnout drainage as perelolrtial . It determined that Ltpper Hunt ington
Creek, including Burnout Creek, has been designated a disease-ftee source ot
eggs for raising YeTTowstone (Stravberry) Cutthroat Trout for statewide stocking
PutPoses. Over the Tast several years and fot the next 20 years this erea witl
be a primary source of eggs for the lltah DivisTon of Wildlife Resources.

In e letter dated ApriT 30 , 7992 , the Bureau of l,arrd Hanagement provided
coarents concerning the approved Resource Recovery and Protect ion PIan ( R2P2 )
for the SkyTTne Hine arfi the protection of the Burnout Creek drainage area.
They anticipate tltat mining operations should not have any Tong-tera effects on
the f Low of the peretznial stream and that mining opetations should continue.

As the surface mansgsmenl agency of the atea covered by the ptoposaT, a deeision
by the Supenrisor of the Hanci-La. SaI National Forest is required. This
decision to apptove or not approve the ptoposed action, wi77 be based on an
Environrental Analysis (EA). This scoping letter begins the EA process.

The project etea Is located approzinntely 45 miTes norlhwest of Price, I|tah.
The area is located in prtions of Sections 34 ard 26, T.735. , R.68. , SaTt Lake
I'leridlan, Erery County, Atah. See the enclosed General Location Hap No. 7.

The proposed action for this anaTysis is to mine two coal seams using Tongwall
panels which underlie portions of the Burnout Cteek drainage. The mining would
be fu77 extraction thereby subsiding Burnout Creek. See the encTosed Vicinity
llap No.2. Hanagerent emplnsis in the project area Is for production of forage
and covet for dorestic livestock and wiTdlife (NIG) as deftned In the Forest
PIan. General ditection for the nincrals activities in RIVG emphasis areaa is.'

* Provide approptlate mitlgation rreasutes to assute contlnued lTvestock
access and use.

* Those authorized to conduct deveToprents w77I be requlted to replace
Iosses through appropri ate mitigations , where a site- specific
deveTopment adverseTy affects Tong-tetm ptoductLon or nnnagement.

The project atea would also include tu'nagenent emphasis for riparian (RPN) arfi
a77 component ecosystens. RPIV is identified in the Forest PIan but is not
wpped. General direction for minerals activities in RPIV areas is.'



* Avoid and mitigate detrirental disturbance to the riparian aree
mineral activities. Initiate tinely and effeetive rehabTTitation
dlsturbed sites.

* Where possible, Tocate mlneral activities outside the riparian units,

The purpose and need of the proposed act ion is to wxiaize resource ( coal )
recovery wh77e maintaining or improving water quality, sedirent threshold
Tinits, instream fTow standards, vegetation, and flsh and wiTdlife habitat.
AIso the purpose and need wouLd serve to gain a better undetstanding of the
surface effects of mining induced subsidence which can be used by the Forest
Sewice and others in future plenning and decision making.

The analysis wi77 consider a range of alternatives that respond to the proposed
action, putfose and need, arrd issues identif ied in scoping. A IVo Action
alternative wi77 be arpng the alternatives considered. IVo action for this
analysis is no mining activity vhich vouLd subside Burnout Creek.

The tlantT-La Sal Forest Supervisor viTI be the responsibLe off icial- for the EA.
When the analysis is coaplete, he vi71 w,ke a decision regarding this proposal
considetlng the comrents, tesponses, applicable laws, tegvlations, and policies.
The teasons for the decision wi77 be documented in a Decision Notice ot Decision
Herc. The ptopsed n:ry,nagement activities would be administered by the Price
Ranger District , I4anti-la, Sal National Forest.

The init Lal courent period is for 20 days . PTease ptovide your resPonses by
July 27 , 7992 . Your cownts are welcore ovet the phone , in Person, ot in
writing. Please address vritten cownts to the Price District Ranget, 599 West
Price River Drive, Price, IJtah 84507. Our phone number is (801) 637'281,7 . Your
input w777 be accepted at any tire prior to the tire the decision is w.de.
Howevet , the earlier in the process that we are wde awate of your cowents , the
rrcre useful they are in our analysis and decision-wking.

WaIt Novak htas been ident 7f ied as the InEerdisciplinary Team Leader f or this
anaTysis. Fot additional inforwtion on this proposal f eel f ree to contact hin
at the Price Ranger District.

Sincerely,

0"'c.\
Clnrles J. Jar*iewicz
Price District Ranger
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